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SYNTHESIS OF THE PROJECT
A first major objective for newly settled immigrants is mastering the language of the new country. Therefore most immigrants follow language classes, but it appears they do not practice the language much outside the classroom. The rules (grammar) can be learned through materials and classes, but enriching the vocabulary and perfecting the idiomatic usage, as well as attaining an acceptable level of fluency will need to come from independent study and practice in a native environment, i.e., outside the classroom. This means that the immigrant is in a unique situation: if he or she goes out, he or she is immersed in the new language and culture. The learner has to take responsibility for his or her own learning, and to take part in learning outside the classroom. 
This outside the classroom learning dramatically speeds up the language acquisition. However, an additional problem teachers are facing is how to evaluate this “outside the classroom” progress of the students and how to validate their learning outcomes outside the classroom. 

The aim of this learning partnership is: 
- to collect experiences and exchange methodologies and best practices of learning outside the classroom
- to make an inventory of best practices/projects
- to develop a tool to evaluate the progress of the learner outside the classroom and to validate the learning outcomes

The results will consist of a database of good practices/projects, a workshop, the dissemination of all the materials produced on paper and multimedia supports (CD Rom, video, …) and publication thereof on the project website.

STRUCTURE OF THE PROJECT

Objectives

· Encouraging and motivating the students to take responsibility for their own learning and to take part in activities outside the safe environment of the classroom;
· Comparing the existing expertise in the other European countries;

· Making a database of good practices/projects;

· Developing and testing a tool to evaluate the progress of the learner and to validate the learning outcomes;
· Organise a workshop to communicate and disseminate the results of the project to the regional networks;
· Dissemination of the produced paper and multimedia supports on national and international meetings;
Activities
· Each organisation makes a sketch of the context it works in and of how it organises the outside the classroom learning. Based on this exercise, every organisation can define the know-how it can use from the partners. 
· Analysing teachers and students experiences in order to outline beneficial and critical elements of learning outside the classroom.
· Organising meetings and visits to exchange expertise and good practices of learning outside the classroom in the home country of each partner involved in the project.
· The expertise (materials, methods or tools) which is useful for every organisation, will be implemented, tested and evaluated. 
· All expertise gathered during the project will be modelled in a database of best practices/projects and disseminated to other similar organisations / organisations of volunteers.
Target  group
· Immigrants learning the language of their new home country 
· Organisations of volunteers

Expected results

· A database with best practices of learning outside the classroom

· An e-learning platform: tool for the partners to communicate throughout the project 
· A tool to evaluate the progress of the learner and to validate the learning outcomes
· A website 

· A workshop on how to successfully set up and manage projects outside of the classroom. 
MODALITIES OF COOPERATION AMONG PARTNERS

Sharing the results of the project, understanding and solving of potential problems, a continuous commitment by the teaching staff involved and clear communication amongst the partners, will be the crucial elements for effective cooperation and realising the outcomes of the project. 

COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE(S)

English.

PAGE  
1

