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LLP/Leonardo Da Vinci/Grundtvig CONTACT SEMINAR 

«Validation of non-formal and informal learning for adult trainees/learners in connection with ECVET and EQF» 

20-24 September 2009 
Chania, Crete 

greece

practical details

What is a contact seminar? 

A contact seminar is a networking event organised by a National Agency. It aims at bringing together people from organisations which share common interests and would like to develop European cooperation projects/partnerships in the field of education and vocational training. It is a great 'partner-finding' opportunity that will also allow you to: 

· receive more information on the Lifelong Learning Programme and the sub-programme you are interested in; 

· receive information on good practice examples and meet people from organisations which have already developed European cooperation projects;

· get to know suitable partner organisations;

· take part in workshops where you can draft your future project/partnership;

· receive advice from NA staff and other experts on how to draft a successful grant application;

rationale and objectives of the seminar

The heart of the Copenhagen process lies in the development of common European frameworks and tools with the aim of enhancing transparency, recognition, validation and quality of competences and qualifications and facilitating mobility of learners and workers. The European Qualifications Framework (EQF) and the European Credit System for Vocational Education and Training (ECVET), which concentrates on unit of learning outcomes, constitute two important tools for reassuring the lifelong and trans-national learning in Vocational Education and Training as well as in Adult Education.

According to European Commission’s guidelines the implementation of EQF and ECVET should be a continuous process that requires the effective and sustainable commitment of stakeholders at national, regional and local levels, VET organisations, resulting in the improvement and evaluation of the ‘’output’’ and ‘’outcomes’’ of non- formal and informal learning as well as in VET especially in terms of increasing employability and guaranteeing better access to lifelong learning.

The aim of the contact seminar is to bring together competent organisations, institutions and stakeholders to exchange ideas, opinions, and experiences in the framework of planning and building Partnerships projects funded within the Grundtvig or the Leonardo da Vinci sectoral programmes with the aim of promoting and applying the principles of quality assurance and ECVET in VET, informal and non-formal learning.

The contact seminar will provide the framework for participants to: 

· acquire the updated knowledge with regard to the recent developments in Grundtvig and Leonardo da Vinci programme

·  be informed about European policies on the thematic field addressed

· meet and cooperate with potential partner organisations

· take part in discussion groups and contribute significantly in planning and developing projects

· promote the intercultural experiences and ideas.

The contact seminar will be organised in plenary session and workshops, within which the participants can plan and develop project ideas in the following actions:

· Leonardo da Vinci Partnerships

· Leonardo da Vinci Transfer of Innovation

· Grundtvig Partnerships

· Grundtvig Senior Volunteering Projects

location and travel information 

The seminar will take place from 20th-24th September 2009 in Chania, Crete, Greece. The participants can travel directly by plane from their country to the airport of Chania, Crete or they can fly to Chania (Chania Airport ‘I. Daskalogiannis’) via Athens (all flights to and from Athens arrive and depart from ‘El. Venizelos’) or you can bypass the transit via Athens by charter flights from all over Europe.

Athens Airport ‘El. Venizelos’: http://www.aia.gr
Chania Airport ‘I. Daskalogiannis’:

http://www.alxd.gr/AirportGuide/chania/chaniaE.html 

http://www.hcaa-eleng.gr/hania.htm
Charter flights from Europe: http://www.crete.tournet.gr/flights-crete-en.jsp
It is also possible to arrive to Chania via a ferryboat from the port of Piraeus. Depending on which type of ferry is boarded, the trip can be as little as six hours or as much as about eleven hours (http://www.greekislands.gr, http://www.aferry.co.uk/ ).

working language(s)

The seminar’s working language will be English.

contact seminar fee

The fee for participation is 600 euro and this includes four nights accommodation and all meals during the seminar. Travel costs are not included in the seminar fee.

how to get funds?
To attend a contact seminar, your organisation shall apply for a Preparatory visit grant. For detailed information on grant application form, deadlines and any other requirements applicable at national level, please contact the National Agency in your country.  
what to prepare? 

The participants may bring with them material about their organisation, cultural and historical material about their region and country, typical culinary products, music, etc.

REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

The participants are kindly asked to read in advance, indicatively, the following documents:

· ECVET:  A priority for the lifelong learning programme, an opportunity for VET and a wide open space for experimentation, innovation and research

· Recommendation for the establishment of a European Quality Assurance Reference Framework for Vocational Education and Training

· European Call for Proposals 2009
· Guide for Applicants 2009
who to contact? 

Alexandra Baka (LdV), +30-210-3726339

Nota Kalomiri (LdV), +30-210-3726392

Rena Kardara (GRU), +30-210-3726 316

e-mail: consemhania@iky.gr
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